THE patient is a woman, aged 73. The goitre has appeared within the last three years. It is nodular and rather hard. There is tracheal stridor and some difficulty in swallowing. The left cord is paralysed; the trachea can be seen to be narrowed; the external jugular vein is greatly enlarged; and there are some enlarged glands in the left supra-clavicular region.
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DISCUSSION.
Mr. HARMER did not think the evidence was clear that it was malignant disease. The difficulty of breathing and swallowing might be caused by the fact that it travelled down into the thorax behind the sternum, and if she were well enough he would take out a piece of the growth and ascertain its nature. If not malignant, she should be given the opportunity of thorough removal of the left half of the gland.
The PRESIDENT said he had seen a patient who had paralysis of the left recurrent nerve, with difficulty in swallowing ; the case was transferred to Mr. Berry, who operated upon her, and removed a large dermoid cyst from behind the manubrium sterni. In the patient shown to-day the thyroid was rather soft, whereas the malignant tumours of this gland which he had seen had usually been extremely hard.
Dr. MCKENZIE replied that he thought it was malignant because it was a small goitre, and yet there was not only dyspnoea, but also dysphagia, paralysis of the recurrent laryngeal and blockage of the internal jugular vein. But there was some support for the other view, and he would do as Mr. Harmer recommended. Two years ago he had a case of what appeared to be a thyroid, which was pulsating, and haemorrhage was expected; but it turned out to be a mediastinal dermoid presenting in the neck. It did not permit of removal, and a sinus was left open in the neck, discharging dermoid material.
